Identification of malignant cell clones in radio-induced murine thymic lymphomas by viral and cellular probes.
The role of B ecotropic recombinant retroviruses in the emergence and the progression of radio-induced thymic lymphomas was evaluated by analyzing the cell populations present in nine primary and in in vivo propagated tumors. For this, tumor DNAs were analyzed by the Southern method using probes specific for newly acquired proviral sequences, T-cell receptor beta-chain, and immunoglobulin heavy chain genes. Our results show that primary radio-induced tumors are composed of several tumoral cell clones but do not support that malignant cell transformation and proliferation are conferred, solely, by the newly acquired ecotropic recombinant retroviral sequences.